There is a green hill in Cape Coast (Ghana) whose laurels are not merely leafy adornments of
Olympian diadems but men; men who by their uncommon accomplishments, exemplary
leadership and heroic service to their country have helped shape the culture and history of their
homeland, Ghana for nearly one hundred years. It is Adisadel Hill, the home of Adisadel College
widely recognized as among the top ten public secondary schools in all of Africa a nd a
national treasure for Ghana. For only a couple of other secondary schools in Ghana even come
close to matching it in the production of Ghanaian leaders in industry, commerce, education,
politics, the arts and sciences.

The Early Years

Founded in 1910 by the Anglican priest, Rev. Nathaniel Temple Hamlyn, under the auspices of the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the school was originally named the St. Nicholas
Grammar School. Its purpose was to train boys for the priesthood. It opened its doors with 22
pioneering students at Topp Yard in Cape Coast, the former capital of the then Gold Coast. As
enrolment grew in 1922, the school under Headmaster Rev. John Alan Knight, acquired land for a
campus at the current location on Adisadel Hill. As recorded by K.B. Ayensu, a student leader in
the ‘30s, “The school did not have money to engage a construction firm and a government grant
was not forthcoming. Knight decided that the boys should start construction themselves. The boys
were driven up, a batch every day after lunch. They (each batch) worked once a week. Eventually,
the first building, Hamlyn House was completed. That near miracle moved the government to give
the school a grant and construction began professionally

The People’s School

Despite its famous hilltop location, boarding school status and reputation, Adisadel is not a school
for the privileged; it is the people’s school and is easily accessible to all, irrespective of their
backgrounds. Thousands of boys, the sons of farmers, fishermen, artisans, market women and
shopkeepers have ascended its heights to drink of the can-do Adisadel spirit, pursue the scholarly
wisdom of its storied teachers and partake of its triumphs in extra-curricular activities. Thus, fully
equipped in spirit, mind and body they have gone back into the world with a solid foundation for
higher endeavors.




Upper School Campus

A Classroom Scene

In the ‘60s, under Headmasters John T. Drury and
Robert T. Orleans-Pobee, the school’s infrastructure
was expanded to serve approximately six hundred
students and the curriculum modernized to emphasize
the sciences and mathematics. Many of Ghana’s
current leaders in both the private and public sectors
attended the school during this time.

Greater Needs for a New Century

It has been almost 50 years since the Golden Jubilee,

the last time the campus had a comprehensive facelift.
Today as the school nears the 100th anniversary of its
founding, the infrastructure of the campus is crumbling
as age and usage have taken their toll.

The campus sewage and water systems are
inadequate and under capacity. Students have to wait in
line to use laboratories and other facilities. The
tremendous growth in student population has over-
taxed the functionality of all existing structures.

With current student population of about 2,000 there are
inadequate dormitory and classroom spaces to meet
students needs.

Overcrowding in the science laboratories have become
a burden on instructors ability cater to the needs of
students. Almost all the lab equipments are old and
outmoded by modern standards.

Instead of focusing on their studies, current students
often have to fend for themselves to find water and
other necessities in this boarding school environment.

Itis clearly evident the century old campus infrastructure
is deteriorating under the toll of age and usage. And this
calls for extraordinary measures to save this historic
institution.







Proposed Centenary
Resour ce Center

In commemoration of Adisadel's Centennial in 2010, a
multi-purpose complex of classrooms, library, computer
center, auditorium and offices has been proposed.

This monumental edifice, when completed will solve the
classroom overcrowding problems, modernize the
school's computer curriculum, provide an expanded
library facility for a large student population and
enhance students experience in the Arts.

The Proposed Centenary Resource Center

The construction cost estimate for the resource center
of classrooms, library, computer center and an
auditorium is $5 Million.

The benefits of this improvement to the school
cannot be overstated.

Students have access to a library that is not
over-crowed.

Additional classrooms would be available to
absorb the class overflow

Students will be exposed to computer
education and resources to adequately
prepare for them for 21st Century challenges.

Centralized resource area for students to
receive staff support and educational
instruction

Provide expanded facilities for administrative
staff.

Teaching staff will have offices to prepare for
their assignments.



